(1) Definition of experiments based on a study protocol, and generation of the corresponding data structures. 
or ECCLS (European Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards) [2] --have produced proposals for evaluation protocols and data acquisition, as well as publishing guidelines for the assessment of diagnostic systems [3] . Other authors [4, 5] Moreover, a study may cover any degree of complexity ranging from one experiment on one instrument in one laboratory to a multicentre study with many experiments using various instruments. As a consequence the program contains subsystems covering generation, communication with the instrument and other computers, and the output of statistics, graphics and documentation (see figure 1 ). In addition, it offers tools for documentation, which arise in any of the three parts.
Generator
The generator has to provide the means needed for the conceptual phase of a study. 
